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Prayer for St. Mary’s Parish

O God, you have made all things holy;
All time, all good things are yours.
Bless our community of faith

in this beautiful part of your world.
Help us to seek your will above all things,
to look to the future with joy,
and to cherish each other with love.
You have given us your Son, Jesus,
to be our heavenly food and drink.
May we imitate your generosity
as we journey together to your Kingdom.
Empower us to build up the Body of Christ,
to celebrate the common ground that joins us together,
and to build a future with you at its center.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

Amen.




Office of the Bishop
Diocese of St. Cloud

214 3RD AVENUE SOUTH - BOX 1248
ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA 56302
TELEPHONE (320) 251-2340

FAX (320) 251-0470

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The U.S. Bishops' Pastoral Letter, Stewardship: A Disciple's Response, has called us to view
stewardship as an expression of discipleship that is placed within a broader context of
spirituality. The pastoral letter reminds us to "make a conscious, firm decision, carried out in
action, to be followers of Jesus Christ."

Please join me in this journey toward a fuller understanding of what stewardship means in our
daily lives. We are called to imitate the life of Jesus, living as Christian Stewards in order to
fulfill the mission of the church. By applying the practical guidelines provided in this
stewardship manual, it is my hope that every parish in our diocese will experience the untold
benefits that result when stewardship is understood, accepted and practiced.

Sharing our time, talent and treasure is a way of life. "As each one has received a gift, use it to
serve one another as good stewards of God's varied grace." (I Peter 4:10) Let us pray that
Christ's love will urge us towards this reality.

With kind personal regards, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ John F. Kinney
Bishop of Saint Cloud



The Church of St. Mary
420 Irving Street
Alexandria, MN 56308

Dear People of the Church of St. Mary,

Paul’s saying, “The Lord loves a cheerful giver”, is another wonderful concept, kind of like ‘stewardship’. However, 1
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think that it curdled because it became associated with someone else’s “gimme.”

But the phrase “the Lord loves a cheerful giver” isn’t really about God loving a giver, though of course God does.
‘Cheerful’ is the amazing word, the wonderful promise, the gift God is offering to you and me.

We all give. Life itself is giving in one form or another: giving of our time, our attention, our service, our abilities, our
money, our promises, our love. God doesn’t have to tell us to give. But God offers us a life in which giving can be
cheerful, another occasion for joy among all the occasions for joy that God offers us.

All God’s gifts improve and grow with attention, study, practice. The gift of prayer, of worship, of peace—these gifts
are all enhanced as we do the things that make for deep prayer, for soul-touching worship, for unshakable peace. Part of
what we learn is to become a cheerful pray-er, a cheerful worshipper, a cheerful walker in peace.

This Parish Ministry Handbook offers ideas on how you and I can give the gift of time, perhaps today’s most difficult
gift to give. Look at the contents of this handbook and pray about the time you give to prayer daily, how much time to
leadership and to learning in the activities of God’s church and God’s outreach into the whole community.

This Parish Ministry Handbook offers ideas on how to give the gift of talents God has given us. Where would God use
you to be His hands and His feet, His mouth and His heart within our Church and in the community in which we live?

I thank you as your pastor and for the Church which so many of you have long supported with your gifts. Take the time
to look over the opportunities to serve that are presented in this Handbook and check off those to which you feel you
may be called or in which you have interest.

I pray that the giving of your time and talent will expand the cheerfulness of your giving, the sense of closeness to God,
the sense of communion with other members of our faith community and bring joy to your heart.

Fr. Steve Binsfeld
Pastor
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A Brief History =

Our Parish Community
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1882

1982

Father Othmar Erren blessed the first St. Mary’s Church
on the feast of the Visitation. The church was built on
the corner of 4th and Elm at a cost of $699.10. It was
only a 32 x 40 foot building.

1922

Father William Renner was appointed pastor. Religious
instruction became an important element of his pastoral
ministry.

1935

I'he Parish community celebrated 1ts 100th anniversary.

Father Renner formulated plans for a new 600-seat
church that was needed due to increased membership and
summer crowds.

o

Father Alexander Ludwig was appointed pastor over the 1,200
household community.

1996—Phase 1

Father Theodore J. Wrobel was appointed pastor and
took over the supervision of the construction of a new
stone church to be built on the east corner of 4th and
Hawthorne. The Franciscan Sisters and lay teachers of
St. Mary’s School taught in classrooms located in the
former church.

A new church was planned and groundbreaking ceremonies
were held to begin construction .

1997—Phase 11

This phase raised $1,320,000 to retire the debt.

2000-2006—Phase 111

A twelve-classroom school was built on the site of the
old church.

A planning committee was formed to address the increasing
need for educational and administrative space. The additions
and renovations to the school were completed in August 2006.
See photos of these new facilities on the next page.

2007-To Present

Father Alexander Ludwig retires and Father Steven Binsfeld is
appointed pastor. Parish planning and visioning for the future
are taking place. Work is underway to build up the adult faith
formation program. People of the parish continue in their
generosity to retire the $4.2 million debt for the educational and
administrative space completed in August of 2006.




According to the grace of God...
like a wise master builder I laid a foundation,
and another is building upon it.

But each one must be careful how he builds upon it.
1 COR 3:10

Working together,
we appeal to you not to receive

the grace of God in vain.
2 COR 6:1



PARISH DIRECTORY

PARISH STAFF

Pastor Father Steve Binsfeld frsteve@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5781
Parish Administrator Jim Boyle jboyle@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5781
Director of Liturgy & Laurie Youngers lyoungers@stmaryalexandria.org ~ 763-5781
Music

Parish Nurse Kathy Fischer kfischer(@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5781
Bookkeeper Mindy Wymore mwymore@stmaryalexandria.org ~ 763-5781
Secretary Joan Turner jturner@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5781
Custodian Ruth Nelson

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF

Coordinator of Craig Gould cgould@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5781
Youth Ministries

Elementary & Jr. High Laurie Bienias Ibienias@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5781
Coordinator

Secretary Brenda Becker bbecker@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5781
Maintenance Phil Bromen

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL STAFF

Principal Troy Sladek tsladek@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5861
Secretary Jeanne Mulder jmulder@stmaryalexandria.org 763-5861
Maintenance Gene Brown



Faith Formation
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Adult Education

Sunday School Classes

Men’s Bible Study

Men are invited every Thursday at 6 a.m. to study the
Scriptures that will be used in the next weekend liturgy.
This meeting ends in time for attendance at the 7 a.m.
Mass. Contact: Russ Craigmile at 763-5211

Devoted

Devoted is a small group ministry for anyone, single or
married, with kids or without, in their 20’s, 30’s and 40’s.
The goal is to build up community through fellowship and
mission. They meet on alternating Sunday evenings
September-May with study determined by the group.
Contact Katie at 763-5451

Catholicism 201

A “Basic Catholicism” program that, like “Alpha,”
revolves around fellowship, a film and small group
discussions that examine the basic pillars of Catholicism.
Plans are being made.

“Why Catholic?” Program

This is a four-year, home-based study around the four
sections of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 1) How
We Pray, 2) What We Believe, 3) How We Worship, 4)
How We Live. There are two six-week sessions per year.
It is designed to be done in small groups in home as well
as in the parish. Contact: Rel. Ed. Office 763-9202

Alpha Program

An eight-week “Christianity Basics” program revolving
around fellowship for a meal, a film, and small group
discussions to learn how to get closer to Jesus and to
know Him better. Plans are being made for 2010-11.

This class is open for all children 4 years of age through
kindergarten on Sundays from 9:50-11:00 a.m. The
sessions run from September through March. There are
special Christmas and Spring programs. There are 8§
sections with 8 teachers, 7 assistants, and 6 substitutes
needed. Contact: Julie Desautels at 846-1842

Elementary Religion Classes

Monday Night Religion Classes
Grades 1-6 attend sessions from September through April
from 6:15-7:30 p.m. To participate or volunteer: Contact:
Religious Education Office at 763-9202

Junior High Religion Classes

These classes are open to Grades 7 and 8. Sessions run on
alternating Wednesdays, September through May from
6:45-8:15 p.m. There are 15 sections with 3 lesson leaders,
2 prayer leaders, 16 guides, 2 assistants, and 4 substitutes
needed. Contact: Laura Bienias at 763-9202

Youth Ministry

Grades 9-11 meet on alternating Wednesday evenings.
Confirmation preparation is open to students in grade 10
and higher. There are 13 gathered nights in a year,
overseen by 18 leaders and the coordinator of youth
ministries. Youth Ministry also includes retreats, rallies,
mission and service opportunities. Contact: Craig Gould at

Religious Education

Vacation Bible School

The Religious Education Department at St. Mary’s is a
vital part of parish life. This department has an influence
over more than five hundred students and utilizes more
than one hundred teachers, assistants, and substitute
teachers. The Religious Education Department appreciates
volunteer teachers, substitutes, and assistants. Some
positions may require training, which will be provided.
Contact: Religious Education Office 763-9202
On the way of wisdom
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These sessions run the first full week after school dismisses
for the summer. Classes are open to children from
preschool through Grade 6 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. There
are approximately 50 teachers, assistants, and substitutes
needed. Contact: Religious Education Office at 763-9202

First Reconciliation & Communion

Typically for second graders, mstructw for
sacraments of First Reconciliation and F;
are home-taught. Parents receive materlal
needed to prepare their child through c001
Religious Education office at 763-9202.



Faith Formation
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RCIA

Marriage Preparation

RCIA (The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is
instruction for all who wish to learn about the Catholic
faith as well as for those who are already committed to
joining the Catholic Church. RCIA meets Tuesdays.
Contact: Rel. Ed. Office 763-9202

St. Mary’s School

St. Mary’s Elementary School is dedicated to educating
the whole child within a nurturing Catholic Christian
environment. Our school presginitaiitiiintiit Biteia
volunteer, including teacher
individual tutoring, decora
learning of facts, or distrib
volunteer, call School Princip

Jesus said,
"Let the children come to me, and do not
prevent them, for the kingdom of heaven

belongs to such as these."
Matthew 19:14

All sacramental marriages that take place in any diocese in
Minnesota must participate in two programs: 1) A diocesan
approved Marriage Preparation Course (Google “Diocese of
St. Cloud” then click onto “Office of Marriage and Family
Life” then onto “Marriage Preparation” to see the dates the
Marriage Course is offered or call the Parish Office) and 2)
Take the pre-marriage inventory and review it with Fr. Steve
or a married couple trained in reviewing the inventory. Usually
these are done at least six months before the wedding. Married
couples willing to share their faith story are needed as speakers
for this course (one such course is offered in Alexandria in the
spring).

Facilitators are Paul and Amanda Kietzmann (219-7088)

Baptismal Classes

The Baptism class is offered one night every other month. It is
required for those parents who, for the first time, are having
children baptized into the Catholic faith.

Contact: Jim Boyle at 763-5781

Eucharistic Adoration

This ministry calls for a commitment of one hour per week to
spend in worship in the Prayer Chapel. Prayer books, Bibles
and other materials are available to enhance your hour of
adoration. If you are not able to commit to a regular time, you
are welcome to come to the Chapel at your leisure. Two
people are encouraged to be present for each hour. If you are
able to devote one hour a week to this worship opportunity,
please call Sue McCulloch at 762-2053 or Barb Nei at 846-
1946.
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Parish Lending Library

The Parish Lending Library, located in the Commons Area, is
on an “honor system.” Everyone is welcome to borrow
materials. Donated materials to supplement the library can be
left at the Religious Education Office.
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Liturgical Ministries
Director: Laurie Youngers
763-5781
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Ministers of the Eucharist ‘

Ushers

Eucharistic ministers help in the distribution of Holy
Communion at Mass and at the hospital, or to the
homebound. They work in a team environment and serve
1-2 times a month. You must be a confirmed, practicing
Catholic. Attendance at one annual meeting is required.
Contact: Marlys Weber at 763-5313 or Carol Gaffaney at
763-4147

Lectors

Lectors primarily proclaim the Word of God at Sunday
Mass. The ability to be heard and understood is a
requirement. The parish provides a resource entitled
“Lector’s Workbook” to help readers familiarize
themselves with the Scriptures. Lectors are scheduled in a
3-month cycle, at the Mass of their choice. Attendance at
one annual meeting is required.

Contact: Jan Siffing at 759-1032 or Cecelia Casper at
763-4147

Altar Servers

Altar servers assist around the altar, adding to the
ceremony by carrying candles, incense, or the cross. They
also help set the altar for the liturgy. Servers are to arrive
15 minutes before the liturgy. Servers usually begin in the
middle of the third grade and can serve through adulthood.
School-age servers, as well as adults, are needed.

Contact: Father Steve at 763-5781

I COME TO SERVE
THE LORD!

Funeral Mass Servers

Adults who are available and willing to act as an altar
server for a funeral mass are invited to consider joining
this ministry.

Contact: Father Steve at 763-5781 11

Ushers assist at the weekend
Masses, welcome and seat people,
take up the offering, invite members
of the assembly to take part in the
Presentation of the Gifts, guide
parishioners to Communion, hand
out the bulletin after Mass and ready
the church for the next Mass.
Ushers work in a team environment
and serve one to two times a month.
Contact: Mike Donnay at 886-9494
or Bill Verschaetse at 846-0040

Greeters

Greeters are people with a gift for hospitality who welcome
parishioners and guests with a handshake and conversation and
make an effort to introduce new people to others. Scheduling is
on a 3-month cycle at the Mass of your choice.

Contact: Julie Olmscheid at 886-5332 or Mary Strasser at 763-
4348

Sacristan

Sacristans are responsible for the “set-up” before and after
Mass. This includes counting out the number of hosts, and
pouring out the wine to be used. Sacristans also perform other
duties done behind the scenes that are essential to the orderly
celebration of Mass.

Contact: Marlys Weber at 763-5313

A Heart of Love Will Serve the Lord.




